Parent Education Class- Marshall Elementary

Lesson One: September 24, 2013

Teacher: Mrs. Hirst
Class: Character Counts/Step Up To Writing
Assessment: Parents are able to think of specific examples of ways to apply the TEAM suggestions in their homes  

1. Parents can identify and describe the pillars of Character Counts, and at least two ways they can teach character development at home

2. Parents will understand the basic Step Up To Writing process – note taking – outline making – essay writing, 

3. Parents will be able to identify the components of an informational essay and the color coding system used in the step up to writing process 

Connecting to Prior Knowledge/Introduction: - 5-6 MIN

1. Introduce myself/Dora – Slide 1
2. Discuss the objectives for today – Slide 2

Input and Model (I Do and You Watch.): - 10 MIN
Input: 
1. Introduce/Give Overview of the Step Up To Writing Process; Slides 3-12

2. Review/discuss the color coding element/system of step up to writing 13-17

Structured Practice (We Do It Together.): - 30 MIN (encourage parents to write/copy in English or Spanish but they may just watch)

1. Using T.E.A.M. article page together model making an informal outline. Call on parents to help with this process.  They can or can not copy/write with us. All these steps will be done together. 

a. Have parents partner up and read the TEAM strategies
b. Call on parents to share what they think are strategies they will use the most
c. Create an outline with one or two strategies
d. Turn the outline into a paragraph
2. Tell parents that for the sake of time I will model /show how to expand the paragraph SLIDES 22-27 –.  Let them know I am going to be doing this very quickly, and that I would teach each step of the process over the course of a week at least to students, and that once each step/color has been taught writing an essay could take an hour to a week depending on research involved.  

3. Show pre written essay, read and underline in step up colors (corresponding to outline); parents can/should underline their example

4. Take questions during !Tickets for questions!

Standard/Objective Revisited: - 5-10 MIN

 Ask following comprehension questions and take volunteers to answer/give tickets to volunteers/correct answers:

1. 

PLANNING FOR INFORMATION/EXPOSITORY WRITING

Informal Outline Example

Title= Character Counts in the Home

Topic= The Character Counts program used in our school can also help parents to teach character education at home. 
* Teach
* Enforce
* Advocate
* Model
Conclusion = Using character counts at home 
- Teach my children about the six pillars

- I expect behavior to reflect pillars 

- Give things to be responsible for 

-Books
- Set rules and enforce them
- Make consequences clear

- Be Consistent!

- Time Outs

- Loss of toys 

- Rewards –
- Read stories that model ethical behavior

- Discuss characters 
- Discuss television character behavior; discuss when negative and why they can make it better by following pillars 

- Follow the character pillars myself

- Reflect, make sure I strive to be ethical

- Admit when I make a mistake and apologize

- Do what I say I will do, be reliable always 

can help my children!
Mrs. Hirst

September 24, 2013
Character Counts at Home

Character education is an essential component of any successful school.  Character Counts is a program that teaches character development.  This program is based on six pillars of character.  These pillars can be used in my home in addition to the school by using the TEAM approach.  The team approach encourages me to teach, enforce, advocate, and model the six pillars of Character Counts.

The first step I can take is to teach the meaning of the six pillars.  I should explicitly talk with my children about each pillar and what each one means. I can ask my children what I think each pillar means to check for understanding and discuss ways they could apply the pillars in our home.  My children and I can come up with specific examples of each pillar applied at home.  I can and should be clear about what my children’s responsibilities are at home; for example making their bed everyday, feeding animals, completing their homework, cleaning.  
The next step I can take is to enforce the pillars.  I can do this by setting clear rules and consequences. I need to make sure these rules are consistently enforced.  Rewards are also a powerful way to encourage positive behavior.  Praising children is an easy reward.  For example, at the end of each day I can talk to my children about all the great choices I saw him/her making that day and how proud of them I am.  
The next step I can take is to advocate the character pillars in my home.  One great way to do this is to read books where the characters display one or more of the six pillars.  I can read the book with my child, and then discuss the positive (or negative) behaviors the character(s) displayed.  Discuss the consequences of this character’s behavior, how they could make better choices, how their choices helped someone, etc.  I can and should also discuss the behavior of characters on television, again making sure to point out and discuss positive and negative behavior.  I can discuss how following the pillars in their lives can make them happy even if others around them are not following the pillars.

Finally, I can model the character pillars.  I can show my children how they should behave by living it my self.  Nothing is more powerful to my children then how I act.   To help with this, I can reflect on my own behaviors.  I need to admit when I have made a mistake and apologize.  I need to be as reliable as I possibly can, doing what I say I’m going to do.  
Clearly, building character in their children is important to all parents.  Teaching, enforcing, advocating, and modeling the six pillars of character daily can help me as a parent to do this.  
